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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE GOB ACTION AGAINST BISHOP PEDRO CASALDALIGA 

REF: STATE 181706 

1 . BRAZILIAN JUSTICE MINISTRY ISSUED NOTE AUGUST 1 DENYING RECENT 
NEWSPAPER REPORTS OF IMMINENT EXPULSION OF DOM PEDRO 
CASALDALIGA, BISHOP OF SAO FELIX DE ARAGUIA. ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE 
BEEN VARIOUS PREDICTIONS DURING PAST MONTHS THAT DOM PEDRO WOULD 
BE EXPELLED, A JUSTICE MINISTRY SPOKESMAN ADDED THAT THERE WERE 
NO PLANS TO INITIATE EXPULSION PROCEEDINGS. 

2. DOM AVELAR BRANDAO, ARCHBISHOP OF BAHIA, WHO HAD PUBLICLY 
WARNED AGAINST EXPULSION, SAID AUGUST 2 THAT THE JUSTICE 
MINISTRY NOTE CLOSES "THE DEBATE OVER THE EXPULSION OF DOM PEDRO... 
THE MATTER DOES NOT MERIT FURTHER COMMENT."' ESTADO DE SAO PAULO 
REPORTED ON AUGUST 3 THAT POPE HAD DIRECTED DOM JOSE FREIRE FALCAO, 
ARCHBISHOP OF TERESINA, TO INVESTIGATE DOM SIGAUD S 

CHARGES AGAINST DOM PEDRO AND DOM THOMAS BALDUINO, BISHOP OF 
GOIAS VELHO. EMBASSY IS PREPARING MESSAGE ON RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS IN CHURCH-GOB RELATIONS. RUSER 
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